COVITES ATTEND STATE LEGISLATURE
Covites Les Ledger, Rodney Barnes and Russell Meiers left downtown Copperas Cove Thursday morning at 10:00 AM headed for Austin.  More specifically they were headed for the Capital Building to attend a meeting of the House Committee on Land and Resource Management.  The three men had a common bond in that all had land that was being annexed to the City of Copperas Cove without their consent.  In short they were all land owners who were being forcibly annexed.  

The business before the House Committee chaired by Representative Anna Mowery of Fort Worth that interested the trio was House Bill 323.  House Bill 323 sponsored by Mowery would end forced annexation in the state of Texas.  The bill would require annexation to be voted on by both the citizens of the municipality annexing the property and the property owners being annexed.  Should either vote fail the property in question could not be annexed.  
Ledger, Barns, and Meyers met representatives from CAFA Citizens Against Forced Annexation at the capital building, CAFA was in attendance to speak for the House Bill.  

In addition to speaking before the House Committee the members of CAFA, including the Covites, passed out form letters in the hall ways of the Capital Building.  The letters were addressed to Governor Rick Perry urging him to support House Bill 323.  
Prior to the Committee discussing Bill 323 House Bill 1728 was introduce by State Representative David Leibowitz of Austin.  Representative Leibowitz is the author of House Bill 1728 as well as a sitting member of the Land and Resource Management Committee.  HB 1728 would require the cities annexing property to provide the city services to the annexed areas within the specified time of the annexation agreement.  Should the city breach the annexation agreement the annexed property owners would have the right to de-annex themselves.  Leibowitz sited documentation that due to annexation the services regarding police protection had dropped in the San Antonio area.  Leibowitz asserted that a 20% increase in police response to calls was not acceptable to either the annexed citizens nor the citizens of the city they were annexed into.  If the city contested the de-annexation it would be the city and not the citizen who would have the burden of filing a law suit. Representative Robert Orr of Burleson stated that an amendment to the bill was needed. Orr suggested that  should the citizen prevail in the litigation the city would bear the court cost of the suit.  Leibowitz agreed with Orr in principle.  The bill was voted out of committee as is with a pledge from Orr that he would assist Leibowitz with an amendment for the floor.  

While CAFA had come to the committee’s public hearing to speak in support of HB 323 the organization rose to support HB 1728 as well.  

Among the speakers who stepped to the microphone in support of both bills was Mr. Clyde Milton.  Mr. Milton is an 89 year old World War II veteran and proudly wore his WW II uniform as he addressed the state representatives.  “I am not against progress,” said Milton.  “I am just for the right of people to vote on their own future and about their own land.  That’s what I and a bunch of other guys fought for.”
Ledger, Barnes and Meiers all addressed the committee in support of the bills. 

A lawyer representing the interests of the City of San Antonio contended that the cities could not survive without forced annexation because the intercity would deteriorate. “Without forced annexation the core of the city will decay.  It is the way it has always been.” 
When Ledger spoke in support of the bills he took the San Antonio attorney to task, “I have a business.  I understand things can get tough.  When things get tough I have to get tougher and work harder.  The cities can solve their problems without forcing others to give up their property rights.”  Ledger added, “I know that 1600 of American troops have died to give Iraqis the vote.  I know I’m tired of supporting TML (Texas Municipal League) with my tax dollar so they can come here and oppose the citizens.”
Several mayors from various parts of the state spoke against the bills saying forced annexation is necessary for all cities’ progress.  

The Texas Municipal League is primarily an organization paid by municipalities to afford cities legal representation and political lobbying in the Texas Legislature.  The TML Representative, Mr. Scott Houston stated, “There would be no annexation if Bill 323 passed, because no one wants to be annexed.”  
Mr. Houston was immediately challenged by Representative Cid Miller, Copperas Cove’s representative and a sitting member of the committee.  “I hate to interrupt you, Mr. Houston but that is simply not true.  I have been approached many times by folks who want to be annexed to cities.  Let’s make sure we have the record straight on this issue.”

Mr. Houston conceded Miller’s point.  However, Houston continued to point out that while there would be some who wished to be annexed the lack of forced annexation would lead to a multitude of problems for the cities.  
Representative Mowery argued that the state of Arizona had a similar bill and that 60% of the annexation proposals carried with the majority of the citizens to be annexed and the citizens of the city doing the annexing. 

At 4:15 PM Monday afternoon the Leader-Press received a call from Mr. Robert Black of Governor Rick Perry’s office stating that the Governor would support House Bill 323.  Mr. Black quoted the Perry as saying, “If a Texan’s land is annexed he should have a say in it.”  
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