	Alabama
	* Resolution of annexation given to judge of probate, public notice
* Elections held 

	Alaska
	1) State action
* Plan submitted to legislature, effective if not disapproved.
2) Local action
* Approval by majority of voters in area to be annexed, or
* By ordinance if petitioned by all property owners & voters in area.

	Arizona
	* Blank petition filed by city, hearing, notice to each owner of real & personal property  in area to be annexed.
* Petition signed by owners of real & personal property required.
a) Owners of * value of real & personal property, and 
b) Owners of * real & personal property.

	California
	* Approval of LAFCO & governing body
* Public hearing 
* Majority voter approval in special election   
* Annexation of uninhabited land occurs automatically unless 50% or more of landowners protest 

	Colorado
	* Election if petitioned.
* Ordinance if no election.

	Delaware
	1) Large towns (50,000 or more)
* Petition (CEO or governing body or25% or voters in area), and
* Ordinance approval (town governing body & town CEO & county governing body   & county CEO)
* Voter approval in area to be annexed 

	Florida
	* Voter approval (area to be annexed or area to be annexed & municipality), or 
* Ordinance (on request of all owners)

	Georgia
	1. 60% Method
a. File Petition; written notice within 5 business days of annexation petition to County Commission. 

b. Public hearing (15-45 days of proposed annexation)
c. Adoption of Proposal (within 60 days)
2. Resolution and Referendum Method 

a. Adoption of Resolution with Intent to Annex and set date of public hearing
b. 
City Council MUST hold public hearing AND publish written notice of hearing in newspaper (3 consecutive weeks; last publication- 7 days before hearing) AND Prepare a plan for extending services to the annexed area AND Prepare a report of plan for the public (14 days before hearing)
c. Referendum (90-120 days after city council adopted resolution with intent to annex)
3. 100% Method
a. File petition for annexation
b. City council must give written notice (by certified mail with return receipt) to County Commission
c. Council adopts annexation ordinances at Council meeting (annexation becomes effective first day [of the month] after all the requirements have been met. 

	Idaho 
	1) Land with less than 100 privately owned parcels which is surrounded by city land or an area in which no objections are raised to annexation 
* Ordinance approval 
2) Land with less than 100 private ownerships where all landowners have not consented to annexation, land with more than 100 private ownerships where landowners owning more than 50% of the area to be annexed have consented to being annexed, land subject to water or sewer connection restrictions
* Land is contiguous
* Land is laid off into blocks with not more than 5 acres of land each
* Publication of annexation plan 
* Hearing and notice to all property owners in area to be annexed 
3) Land with more than 100 private ownerships that have not consented to being annexed
* Must meet all the requirements of 2)
* Written consent of a majority of landowners 

	Illinois
	Unless the unincorporated area is completely surrounded by a municipality and less than 60 acres in size, approval by the owners of the annexed property is generally required. Most annexation, however, occurs through annexation agreements between a single landowner and the annexing municipality. The agreement may provide for a limitation of, or increases in, fees imposed by the municipality and for the abatement of property taxes. 

	Indiana
	The courts must order the annexation if one of the following conditions is met:
1. 
The area is 1/8 contiguous; the density of the territory is at least 3 persons/acres; 60% of the territory is subdivided; or the territory is zoned commercial, industrial, or business OR
2. the territory is contiguous, except that at least 1/4 (one-forth) rather than one-eighth (1/8) of the boundary must coincide with municipal boundaries; and the land is needed and can 
be used by the municipality for its development in the reasonably near future.
In general, as long as municipal officials have followed procedures and requirements carefully, the court is required to approve the annexation ordinance. 
***Refer to pages 9,10,11 for a graphical representation of the annexation process

	Iowa
	The City schedules the required public hearing for annexation/zoning and publishes notice in the local newspaper no less than 10 business days prior to the meeting. Adjoining property owners, the County Board of Supervisors and any City within two miles of proposed development are given written notice of the public hearing.
1. The Planning & Zoning Commission reviews the application on the first Tuesday of the month. They recommend that the City Council approve or deny the request.
The public hearing is held on the second Tuesday of the month, at the City Council meeting. The Council may adopt a resolution approving the annexation and approve first consideration of the ordinance to zone the property.
The annexation resolution is forwarded to the State City Development Board for final approval. Once State approval is attained, the annexation is noted at the office of the Johnson County Recorder.

	Kansas
	There are 2 types of Annexation:
1) Requested Annexation- most commonly occurs when a property owner, whose land touches the City, petitions to be annexed. If their land does not touch the City, County approval would also be required in order for the City to "island" annex the property.
2) Unilateral Annexation- occur when a municipality wishes to annex land without the permission of the property owner. State law outlines the criteria for unilateral annexation by a municipality, and specifies the annexation procedures that must be followed by the municipality. This includes notification of affected property owners, at least one public hearing and the preparation of a municipal services plan.  

Time frames for Processing Annexations:
* Requested annexations can take about four to eight weeks to process and approve. Not notification of neighbors is required.
* "Island" annexations take about 3 months. No notification is required.
* Unilateral annexations usually take several months depending on the number of parcels involved. Notification is given to all property owners who are to be annexed.

	Kentucky
	* Voter approval by more than 50% of persons who reside in the territory to be annexed 

	Maryland
	* Land must be contiguous and annexation must not result in an island of unincorporated land 
* Proposal for change may not be initiated unless 25% of residents in the area to be annexed approve of the proposal and by the owners of not less than 25% of the assessed valuation of the real property located in the area to be annexed. 
* Public notices must be published at least 4 times (not less than weekly intervals)--these notices shall specify the time and place of the public hearing to be held (the hearing shall be set not less than 15 days after the 4th publication)
* Following the public hearing, the legislative body may proceed to enact the resolution. The resolution shall not become effective until at least 45 days following the final enactment. If within this period (45 days), 20% of the registered people who reside in the area to be annexed petition (providing there has been a verification of the signatures) in writing to stop the annexation procedures, there may be a referendum. 

	Massachusetts
	 

	Minnesota
	Cities may annex land simply by passing an ordinance simply by passing an ordinance declaring that specific parcels of land are now part of the city, so long as certain conditions are met. 
A city may annex land by ordinance if it has given 30 days* notice of a public hearing on the annexation to all towns and all landowners within and contiguous to the area to be annexed and any of the following conditions are met:
    * The land is owned by the municipality
    * The land is completely surrounded by land within the municipal limits
    * The land abuts the municipality and the area to be annexed is 60 acres or less; the area to be annexed is not served by public sewer facilities or public sewer facilities are not otherwise available; and the municipality receives a petition for annexation from all the owners of the land.
    * A preliminary or final plat for subdivision fo the land to provide residential lots averaging approximately 22,000 square feet and the land is located within 2 miles of the municipal limits. 

	West Virginia
	1) Annexation by Election  
* Petition by 5% or more of freeholders in a municipality for annexation 
* Voter approval in both municipality and territory to be annexed   
2) Annexation without Election 
* Ordinance approval (majority of voters petition for annexation, majority of freeholders petition for annexation) 

3) Annexation by Minor Boundary Adjustment
* Application to the county commission 

	Vermont
	* Consent of persons included or excluded by the annexation 

	Arkansas
	1) Procedure
* Contiguous lands: adopt an ordinance, passed by 2/3 of the governing body, and hold "an election of the people"
* Land surrounded by a municipality: requires a hearing and a majority vote of the governing body 

	Oklahoma 
	1) Procedure 
* 
Must obtain the written consent (no election) of 75% of the acres* property owners 
* Must publish a notice for a public hearing.
a) Public hearing is venue for potential negotiations
* Must implement annexation within one year of prescribed date
2) Exemptions
* Tracts or parcels in area of less than five acres and containing more than one resident 

	South Carolina 
	1) Procedure
* Election can be called for by petition of (a) 75% of the property owners or by (b) 25% of the qualified electors who live in the area proposed to be annexed
* Public hearing with ample notice 
* Election with majority vote of residents from the area to be annexed
* If 5% of the city electors object, they can petition for an election amongst themselves
2) Voluntary exemptions from annexation
* Owners of "agricultural real property"
* Owners of 25% of the total assessed value of the proposed annexed areas
3) Alternatives

	Utah
	1) Annexation Policy Plan 
* Public hearing
2) Petition
* Signatures of owners of property that is located within area proposed for annexation and equal to at least 1/3 of the value of all private property in that area 
* Protests may be filed by owners of property that is equal to at least 15% of all real property in area within 1/2 mile of area proposed for annexation 
* Annexation cannot be denied if the petition contains the signatures of owners of property that covers a majority of the private land in the area to be annexed and is equal in value to at least 1/2 of the value of all private property in that area

	Virginia
	1) Ordinance
* City Council, with majority vote, may pass ordinance for a special court to hear annexation proposal 
* Majority of special court approves or disapproves of the annexation proposal
* Appeals can be made to the state Supreme Court 
2) Petition 
* 
51% of voters in any adjacent territory or governing body of adjacent county or town may submit petition to circuit court 
* City or town to which annexation is proposed may reject the annexation by an ordinance adopted by a majority of the governing body 

	Wyoming
	1) Ordinance
* Notices sent to all landowners, public hearing
* If more than 50% of landowners or if landowners owning more than 50% of area to be annexed file written objections then no further action may be taken within 2 years
* If 75% or more of perimeter of area to be annexed is contiguous to the annexing city then the above provision does not apply 
* Landowners may appeal to district court 
2) Petition 
* Signed by majority of landowners owning a majority of the area to be annexed 

	Washington 
	1) Petition for an election
2) Annexation automatic unless owners of property equal to 60% or more of assessed value of area to be annexed protest in writing 

	Tennessee
	1) Annexation by ordinance, public notice and hearing required 
* Landowners may petition against the annexation
2) If population is not less than 319,625 and not more than 319,725 then an election must be held before annexation can be effective. 

	South Dakota
	1) Annexation by Petition 
* Petition must be signed by not less than 3/4 of registered voters and by owners of not less than 3/4 of the value of territory to be annexed
2) Annexation without Petition 
* Public notice, public hearing, voters can petition for a special election 
* Voters, by majority, can approve or disapprove of an annexation proposal 

	Montana
	1) Annexation by Petition 
* Petition for annexation must be signed by either
1) 50% of resident electors owning property in the area
2) the owners of 50% of the property in the area
* Petition signed by 50% of property owners
a) Proposal sent to City Commission to be approved or disapproved
* Petition signed by 1/3 of property owners
a) City must hold a vote at either next general election or special election  
2) Annexation under the Planned Community Act
* Owners of property contiguous to City file a petition with signatures of 51% of property owners in the area to be annexed 
* Public hearing held, if majority of property owners disapprove of the annexation in writing then the Commission may not act on the annexation for one year
3) Annexation of Contiguous Land (City Initiated) 
* City Commission approves of resolution of intent to annex
* If more than 300 registered voters in the area to be annexed, then voters must approve of annexation. Annexation cannot be considered again for 5 years. 
* If less than 300 registered voters in the area to be annexed, then resolution is effective unless majority of land owners in the area disapprove. Annexation cannot be considered again for 1 year. 

	Missouri
	1) Voluntary Annexation
* Owners of 100% of the land within area proposed to be annexed may file a petition
* If written objection filed by at least 2% of voters in annexor city/town then the annexation must proceed under the traditional approach for annexations in Missouri
2) "Contested" Annexation 
* Public hearing, public notice, and the governing body of a city must file an action to annex in the circuit court of county to be annexed
* Elections are held in area to be annexed and annexing city
a) If annexation does not receive majority vote in annexed area but receives majority vote in annexing city then another vote is taken in 120 days. 
b) In second election if 2/3 of all voters in both areas vote in favor of annexation then annexation is approved 
 c) If annexation does not receive a 2/3 favorable vote then the annexation area is immune from any attempts to annex in the next 2 years. 

	Louisiana 
	* Any citizen opposed to annexation may file suit in the district court with jurisdiction over the municipality. 
* If the court rules against annexation then no annexation proposals shall be made on that territory for one year. 

	New York 
	* Petition for annexation must be signed by 
a) 20% of persons residing in the area proposed to be annexed 
b) The owners of a majority of property in the area
* Public notice, public hearings, and annexation must be approved by court or affected local governments
* 
If approved, then special elections held 

	Nevada
	* Must pass resolution stating intent of city to annex
* Public notices and public hearings
* If majority of property owners protest annexation in writing or orally than the annexation proposal shall not pass. 

	New Mexico 
	1. Arbitration Method
* Board of Arbitration created with three members elected from area to be annexed, one neutral member and, three members appointed from annexing municipality 
* Board of Arbitration decides if annexation is to be approved or disapproved
2. Boundary Commission Method\
* Creation of a municipal boundary commission consisting of 3 members appointed by the governor 
* Public hearings held in territory to be annexed, boundary commission makes final decision however any objections can be brought to a district court 
3. Petition Method
* Petition must be signed by the owners of a majority of land in the area 
* City Council may approve or disapprove of annexation 
* If the petition is not signed by the owners of a majority of land in the area then the extraterritorial land use authority shall approve or disapprove of the petition.  

	North Dakota
	1. Annexation by petition 
* Must be signed by 3/4 of qualified electors in area proposed to be annexed 
2. Annexation by resolution of city
* Public notice of resolution and public hearings held 
* If the owners of 1/4 or more of the territory to be annexed protest then the city may stop the annexation or submit the matter to a mediation committee
a) Mediation meetings continue until a resolution or the mediator determines that 
continued mediation is not worthwhile
b) If mediation fails then office of administrative hearings may hear the matter
c) After receipt of the petition, an administrative law judge must be appointed to hear the petition
d) Administrative law judge may approve or disapprove of the annexation 

	 
	


