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Representative Anna Mowery

Re HB 323 Hearing, March 17, 2003
Dear Representative Mowery,
TI and my neighbors wish to thanks you for dropping this Bill in the Hopper and holding the hearings last week.  I limited my discussion to the two examples in Travis County where forced Annexation is not in the best interest of Texans but only served the greed of the local municipality who wanted control and tax income and had no interest in providing any services.

Time prevented me from rebutting the testimony from The Mayor of Denton and the fully paid City Bureaucrat from San Antonio.

The Denton Mayor stated that a recent firm requested to be annexed and that this bill would hurt her recruiting efforts.  This is Boooooooogus.  The Company wanted CITY SERVICES including full water and wastewater and they were “willing” to be annexed.  With the land in the designated City service area, the City can unilaterally negotiate Utility service and appropriate fees without annexation in the highly unlikely event that the citizens of Denton would not want to annex the land the company relocated on.  This illustrates the consistent theme throughout the hearings on the 17th.  Individuals do not mind, in fact, want to be annexed, if they are provided full traditional city services which includes water and wastewater.  Your bill does not harm Denton in anyway.
The argument exposed by the fully paid Bureaucrat from San Antonio was even more callous.  He contended that individuals who commute to San Antonio were MOOCHERS.  I hope this was not heard by the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce whose member companies rely on workers from throughout the area and whose members rely on purchase and services by those who commute.  The fully paid San Antonio Bureaucrat also stated that they needed to acquire as many outlying areas as possible in order to properly manage growth.  Under this premise, San Antonio should have the ability, in fact demand the ability, to dissolve and annex its suburbs in order to more properly manage growth.  Carrying the fully paid San Antonio Bureaucrats logic to its extreme would mean that the best solution for planning growth would be the dissolution of all cities in the state and let San Antonio run the show.  He promised that each citizen would have an assigned council person so problems could be “worked-out” [at the discretion of the City].    
The real issue with the fully paid San Antonio Bureaucrat is “equity”.  They want citizens they can subjugate and negotiate with while always maintaining the upper hand.  They want to avoid, at all cost, having to negotiate with an adjacent City as the playing field is now level and the negotiating advantage is significantly reduced.

What is in the best interest of the citizen [Texan], who provides the most value, or create the most efficient service is of ABSOLUTE NO CONCERN to the City of San Antonio or most Cities.  The larger a City gets, in fact, the governmental efficiency, service, and responsibility is reduced.  Austin just completed a new city Hall with a Building cost of $550.00 per square foot.  The goofy Architecture of this Building created no residual or collateral benefits to the community or Texas and is essential over priced partially occupied office space.  Several years ago Austin, with an atrocious record for traffic congestion, completed a non-descript bicycle bridge across the Colorado river for $10,000,000.00.  The City of Dallas just received the dubious award of having the highest crime rate in the country.  The Dallas Cowboys have not been in Dallas for the past 30 years and will not be in Dallas for the next 50 years.   Oak Cliff and South Dallas would be a thriving community and an asset to the State of Texas today if not subjugated and ignored by Dallas a 100 years ago.  You heard testimony last week that the response times for San Antonio Emergency Services have increased proportionally to its growth.  The FACTS and History clearly show that Texans are not best served by the argument of  “City Growth”.

The State of Texas has created 254 counties and multiple regional authorities through out  the state which can and have been the entities to address large scale capital improvements.  Multiple Cities can and have banded together to historically provide a more responsible and balanced method of creating large scale capital improvements.   There is no longer an inherent need for any City to be a certain size.  

A City’s size is best limited to the area it can provide full services and be the most efficient provider of that service.   History shows that citizens want this and will allow cities to grow and engulf them when the services desired are provided.  Your bill will bring the much needed balance to this process that will allow responsible growth, equity, and governmental value to Texans.
Sincerely,
Thomas Kam P.E.
cc: CAFA

Representative Todd Baxter

Land  and Resource Board Members
Mayor of Denton
Ps:  I bet that the fully paid Bureaucrat from San Antonio, Texas who testified along with the scores of unpaid citizens at your hearing would not be their presenting any testimony on this bill if he wasn’t paid.
