Streets crumbling in new FW neighborhoods 
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Much of North Fort Worth is going through a construction boom. 
Residents are moving into new neighborhoods in droves, but there's a problem: the roads are falling apart. Doug and Carrie Collins moved into a new development two years ago. Already, the concrete street surface along Sugar Maple Drive is crumbling and cracking. 

 "As you can see, this side of the road has just cracked, and the whole road has just slanted to that side," Doug said. "(If) you've got a kid riding their bicycle, riding their scooter on this, and they hit this they can easily wipe out, have a wreck and easily break an arm." 

A recent report said there are more than 50 streets with similar problems in Fort Worth. Many are in new subdivisions, where streets designed to last 30 years are falling apart in two or three. 

A consultant for the city said poor workmanship, inadequate construction and heavy traffic are the most common problems in sprawling North Fort Worth. Neighborhood developers build the roads, and then the city is supposed to maintain them. 

"Obviously we don't feel good about it, and obviously our citizens deserve better than that," said George Behmanesh of the city's Transportation and Public Works Department. "They pay a premium for their infrastructures, and should get a better product than what we've given them." 

Fort Worth hopes to have additional inspectors, stricter road testing, and higher standards for road construction in place by this summer. The City Council hopes for a plan for a solution by April. 

Doug and Carrie Collins are tired of waiting. They hoped to retire in their home, but so far all they feel is aggravation. 

"Every day that passes, it gets worse and worse," Doug said. 

